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External Honours & Course Records

The Honours Boards adorning the walls of the clubhouse record the achievements of

members in club competitions throughout the life of the club. But Stockport members have also

achieved notable success in open competition away from the club which is recorded below.

Sidney Potter Captain 1921

Sidney Potter won the Ashton Trophy at St Annes Old
Links in July 1920. The Stockport Committee refused to
have the trophy displayed in the clubhouse because they
feared for its security. However, following an appeal from
members, they changed their mind. Some measure of the
ability of Potter as a player can be imagined from the
fact that in November 1920 Potter and Rex Crummack
beat the Professionals, Abe Mitchell and George Duncan
(the reigning Open Champion), in a 4-ball better-ball
competition. Potter also won the 1922 Balfour Challenge
Cup at Timperley, the 1927 Manchester and District
Amateur Championship at Wilmslow and the 1927 Victors
Trophy at Royal St David’s. As mentioned on page 33
Potter teamed up with fellow Stockport member, Israel
Sidebottom, to defeat Gene Sarazen 3 & 2 in the famous
match against the American Ryder Cup team.

A REPLICA OF THE ASHTON TROPHY WON BY SIDNEY POTTER IN

1920
WHEN PLAYING OFF SCRATCH HE RECORDED ROUNDS OF 75 & 76

Israel Sidebottom

Israel Sidebottom, then a member of Disley, took part in
the exhibition match that followed the opening of the
pavilion at Davenport in July 1906. Although he played
to a handicap of +7 he remained an amateur; it has been
suggested that he won more in side bets than he ever
could have won as a professional! He joined Stockport
and his style was idiosyncratic, so much so that he
attracted the attention of the Daily Mail cartoonist when
he played in the 1926 English Amateur Championship. It
seems that on addressing the ball he took an inordinate
number of wiggles before starting his backswing. He was,
however, a very quick player. It is said that he once
played and won an 18-hole competition at Disley before
cycling to Stockport to play in a 36-hole competition
later in the day. He won that, too! He won the 1923
Cheshire Championship which was being held for the first
time at Stockport, and he was runner up in 1921, 1926
and 1927. Sidebottom subsequently donated a trophy to

the Cheshire Union and that trophy, now known as the
Sidebottom Trophy, is presented to the runner-up in the
Cheshire Championship. Also in 1923, Sidebottom won
the Midland Counties Golf Association Championship at
Castle Bromwich and he teamed up with Sidney Potter to
win the Cheshire County Foursomes Championship. 1926
was another bumper year for Sidebottom, winning that
year's Manchester Championship and, with Mrs PV White,
the GS Lancashire Trophy. He was also a beaten semi-
finalist in the English Close Amateur Championship on 2
occasions and went on to be Captain at Disley G.C. in
1939 and serve on Committee for 38 years.

William Ashbrook Captain 1927

Another who carried the club’s name proudly into
important amateur competitions during the 1920s was
William Ashbrook. In 1922 he won the Harlech Gold
Medal for the best scratch scores at the Easter and
Summer Meetings at Royal St David’s. The following year
he and Miss Wallwork won the GS Lancashire Trophy at
the Manchester Golf Club. He had more success on Welsh
soil in 1925 when he won the Aberdare Cup in the Welsh
Open at Rhyl (which was then a full championship 18-
hole course). With his wife he won the 1926 Open Mixed
Foursomes at Royal St David’s, and in the same year he
was runner up in the Ashton Trophy at St Annes Old
Links.

(ONE HUNDRED & FORTY SEVEN)

Rodney Gorton

Rodney Gorton has represented Cheshire over a 40-year
period at colt, county and senior level. He is the winner
of eight scratch gold medals at the club and in 1967 he
broke the course record with a 65, which he equalled in
1970. In the previous year, 1969, he lost at the 37th
hole in the final of the French Amateur Championship.
Also that year he won the Reddish Vale Trophy with
scores of 67 and 64, and that 64 remains the course
record to this day. In 1970 he led the qualifiers for the
Brabazon Trophy at Little Aston with a score of 69.

Elisabeth Wilson

The club Honours Boards show that Elisabeth Wilson has
won the Ladies” Scratch Gold Medal no fewer than 21
times. She has played in the Cheshire Ladies Team over a
24-year timespan (1970-1994), being County Captain in
1991 and has played for Cheshire Ladies on a record
number of occasions. In 1974 and 1984 she reached the
national finals of the Daily Mail Foursomes with her
mother, Marie Allison, as her partner. She was Cheshire
Champion at Wilmslow in 1975 and runner up in 1971,
1979, 1980 and 1982. Partnered by Julia Hill, she won
the 1984 Northern Foursomes. She also won the
Manchester and District Challenge Cup in 1982 at North
Manchester. Further success for Liz came when she won
the Lloyd Jones Scratch Challenge Cup in 1973 at Hazel
Grove, 1981 at Wilmslow, 1982 at North Manchester and
1990 at Stockport. She also won the Comboy Scratch
Trophy at Sandiway in 1982.

ELISABETH WITH THE CHESHIRE CHAMPIONS' TROPHY IN 1975
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Alan Tune

Alan Tune is a left-handed golfer of national fame having
won the British Left-Handed Championship seven times
between 1983 and 1994. His son, Jonathan, followed in
his father’s footsteps by winning the same championship
in 2004 and 2005. Alan was also runner up in the World
Left-Handed Championship and Jonathan did exactly the
same in 2005. Winner of 9 Scratch Gold Medals at
Stockport, Alan Tune has played 80 times for Derbyshire
and three times for Cheshire. He was runner up in the
Derbyshire Championship twice, and once in the
Derbyshire Open. Tune was the 1983 and 1985 Royal St
David’s Club Champion and the 1987 Cheshire Senior
Champion. He won the David Marsh Open at Southport in
1989 and 1993 and was runner up in the 1991 Scottish
Senior Championship at the Glasgow Golf Club at
Killermont.

David Peel

DM PEEL CHESHIRE STROKE PLAY CHAMPION WITH
IR FINDLAY (CAPTAIN) AND RG PARRY (RIGHT) PRESIDENT
OF CUGC AND STOCKPORT GC MEMBER

More Honours

David Peel, who joined Stockport in 1996, is the son of
Mike Peel, the club’s Professional. Since then he has been
a regular and very successful member of the Cheshire
county team, including being a member of the winning
side in the Northern County Championship. In 1997 and
2000 Peel won the Crosby Plate at West Lancashire. He
won the 2001 Cheshire Matchplay Championship at
Reddish Vale, and has twice won the Ashton Trophy at St
Annes Old Links, in 2002 and 2005. Also in 2002 he won
the Birkdale Goblet, and in 2004 he was the Cheshire
Strokeplay Champion, winning at Delamere Forest. In
2004 he was a semi-finalist in the British Mid-Amateur
Championship at Royal Mid-Surrey.

DM PEEL CHESHIRE MATCH PLAY CHAMPION

Harold Turner won the Cheshire Senior Championship at
Wilmslow in 1989, while Alan Waterman shared the title
in 1997 at Northenden.

Back in 1924 Frank Pickles and the club’s professional,
Fred Jarman, won the Manchester and District Golfers’
Alliance at Heaton Park, and Ron Holt and Ted Jarman
returned the lowest score in the assistant professionals’
class.

In the Ladies section, Mrs Morris, Lady Captain in 1922,
won the Manchester and District Challenge Cup in 1921
while Mrs Nancy Halliwell won the same Cup in 1947
when the competition was played at Stockport.
Stockport has in fact been the venue for this event in
1922, 1926, 1934, 1947 and 1967.

The development of Juniors in the last 15 years has
resulted in the emergence of some very promising
golfers.

Diane Stewart was selected to play for Cheshire Junior
Girls in 1992 and won no less than 3 Open tournaments
in the same year. In 1994 Diane was selected for Cheshire
Junior Girls again and also the Cheshire Ladies County B
Team. Playing in an Open event at Mew Mills G.C. she
returned a net 66.

James Gorton (son of Rodney) following in his fathers’
footsteps won the best net prize at an Open at Didsbury
G.C. in 1992 while in 1994 returned a net 69 at
Stockport.

Matthew Glynn won the Sidebottom Trophy in the Junior
Section in 1994 for the third year in succession while
Stephen Grylls aged only 15 won his match on his first
appearance against the senior Scratch Team.

(ONE HUNDRED & FORTY EIGHT)

Team Events

Stockport has been successsful in winning the Cheshire
County Team Championship no fewer than 6 times
including its inaugural year and the club’s centenary
year. The wins were achieved in 1921 at Delamere Forest,
1923 at Stockport, 1925 at Wilmslow, 1963 at Stockport,
2000 at Wilmslow and 2006 at Stockport. While there is
no record of the members of the 1921 Team, the 1923
team comprised the formidable combination of Israel
Sidebottom, William Ashbrook, Bill Kinsey and Sidney
Potter. Kinsey’s winner’s medal is displayed in the Kinsey
Bar along with the Ryder Cup Cufflinks (see photo page
39). In 1925 the winning Team included Sidebottom and
Ashbrook but this time they were joined by TN
Sidebottom and William Whitworth. Shown below are the
1963, 2000 and 2006 winning teams.

1963 - JB WHITTAKER, GE ALLISON (CAPTAIN),
L STEVENSON, AB FRASER-THOMSON

2000 - DM PEEL, CP MAGUIRE (CAPTAIN),
KR GORTON, NA WELTON

2006 - JA HOWARTH, DM PEEL,
30 BOLT (CAPTAIN), BP KAY

In the individual competition in 2006, Jamie Howarth
was runner-up with a score of -14 for the 4 rounds with
David Peel coming third.

Despite participation in all levels of East Cheshire team
competitions for the past 100 years, the Ladies do not
appear to have come out on top as frequently as might
be expected given the strength of golf in the Ladies
section.

1962, 1992 and 1996 were exceptions with the Scratch
Team winning the East Cheshire Scratch Shield while in
1992 the Scratch Team also won the Elisabeth Wilson
Scratch Shield. The latter competition was introduced in
1991 and Stockport Ladies also won the Shield in 2000
and 2002. In 1995, 4 members of the scratch team won
the Westminster Shield.

The Handicap Ladies Team won the East Cheshire Inter-
Club Handicap tournament in 1965, 1969 and have also
won the Westminster Shield in 1988 going on to win the
match against the West Cheshire Shield Champions.

THE 1992 SCRATCH TEAM

BACK ROW (L-R) ELIZABETH WILSON, VICTORIA TURNER-BRADY,
JOAN HILL, JULIE CARTER, SUZANNE HIRST, DENISE SACKETT
FRONT ROW (L-R) JANE TATTERSALL, JEAN TURNER, DERYN MERRY
(LADY CAPTAIN) ELIZABETH JACKSON, RUTH TURNER

County Committees

Since its formation in 1921, the Cheshire Union of Golf
Clubs, as mentioned in the text, has always had a close
relationship with the club and several members have
held high office over the years. Past Presidents of the
C.U.G.C. from Stockport have been:

® GEORGE 0. MACKENZIE 1930-1932
® JOHN MILNER 1959
® BILL KINSEY 1961
® ALISTAIR FRASER-THOMSON 1975
*GORDON PARRY 2005

The ladies have also provided members who have
enjoyed high office in the Cheshire County Ladies Golf
Association. County Presidents include:

® MRS. E. EARNSHAW 1967-1969
® MRS. M. ALLINSON 1989-1990
® MRS. A. ROYLE 1993-1994

(through her joint membership of Bramall Park G. C.)

Captains of the C.C.L.G.A. included:

® MRS. N. SHORE 1959
® MRS. M. ALLINSON 1977
® MRS. A. ROYLE 1983
® MRS. E. WILSON 1991

Captains of the Cheshire County Seniors Ladies Golf
Association included:

® MRS. J. GARDNER 1981
® MRS. E. JACKSON 1997

Course Records

The course record has been bettered many times as a
result of some change being made to the lay-out of the
golf course. Since the early days of Sidebottom, Potter,
Ashbrook and their contempories and Mrs Murry and Mrs
Morris among the ladies, the record scores have not
always been recorded but starting in 1936... Ambrose
Todd achieved a new course record of 68, net 65. He was
a gifted man, studying medicine at Pembroke College,
Cambridge, playing at No 7 in the University golf team.
Sadly, he was killed in a motor accident as he returned to
Pembroke after playing golf.
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JAMIE HOWARTH’S RECORD SCORE

(ONE HUNDRED & FORTY NINE)

Todd’s record stood until 1967 when Rodney Gorton
recorded a 65, net 63. He equalled this in 1970, and this
record stood until Jonathan R Whittaker scored a 67, net
61, in 1989. In the centenary year of 2006 Jamie
Howarth went round in 63 in the first round of the
Scratch Gold Medal Playing off a handicap of +3. How
long will the record stand?

THE RECORD SCORE CARDS

Professionals too have made scoring records. Alf
Padgham scored a 67 in 1937 while during Regional
Qualifying for the Open Championships, the Professional,
David Shacklady, recorded a 66 in 1998. This was
bettered in 2002 by the young South African, Charl
Schwartzel, who returned a score of 63. Schwartzel has
since graduated to the European and American Tours,
with a best finish in 2006 of 22nd in the Open
Championship at Hoylake.

In the Ladies section, the record scores belong to
Elisabeth Wilson and Ruth Turner (now Hughes) with
scores of 68 net 66 and 68 net 64 respectively.

LIZ AND RUTH’S RECORD SCORES



