
 

            
  

Welcome to the spring 2017 
Newsletter 

 

MESSAGE FROM 
THE LADY CAPTAIN 
 
Time really does fly by!! 
Christmas and New Year 
have already passed and 
we are looking forward to 
our spring season. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the Christmas Dinners, the 
Christmas Carol Night and New Year’s Eve. All events 
went very well and New Year was supported by many 
members, which is great to have the support for the 
Club. Paul, Tina and the staff all did a wonderful job 
and gave us fantastic support for all the events. Many 
thanks to one and all. 
 
Neither could we do without the help of Jayne in the 
office who does so much without a grumble or 
impatience. The Ladies Christmas Lunch was so 
enjoyable. The Committee did a superb job with my 
theme of "MasterChef”, I have never seen so many 
kitchen gadgets and equipment hanging in the ladies 
Lounge. My friend Christine proposed my health and 
did an amazing job as she had never done a speech 
before. I think the Prosecco helped a lot!! The 
Pantomime after lunch was brilliant and Pat, Irene 
and Laura surpassed themselves. 
 
The weather has been very wet underfoot but we 
know the Green Staff are working very hard on the 
course and it is looking so much better than last year. 
The golf season is now upon us and I have ordered 
better weather than last year! We shall see how much 
influence I have. 
 
We are hoping to put on more Ladies Taster Days and 
Nigel Carson is working very hard with his Committee 
to try and encourage more Ladies to join our section. 
We wish them every success. I would also like to 
welcome Carly Booth who plays on the Ladies 
European Tour to Stockport Golf Club and hope she 
enjoys all we offer when she is in the country. 
 
Wishing you all a happy golfing season and please 
keep an eye out for future events as we would 
welcome your support. 
 
Kind regards to everyone. 
 

Lady Captain 
 

 

LADY VICE CAPTAIN 
 
After three years, as Honorary Secretary I realise that I 
have learnt so much about our Club and golf in 
general. I have particularly enjoyed the friendship and 
comradeship of our lady members. 
 
I recommend coming onto the committee to anyone. 
It Is a most enjoyable experience. 
 
Becoming the Lady Vice Captain is a different role but 
also an honour and I am looking forward to making a 
small contribution to this wonderful Club of ours. 
 
I am delighted to be supporting our Lady Captain and 
our Committee. I will be organising some of the teams 
as well as making preparations for next year. 
Irene Hegarty 
 

LADIES COMMITTEE 
 
Joining the Ladies Committee are:- 
 

Laura Murison, who says “I was surprised and pleased 
to be asked to join Committee this year. Linda 
Smethurst asked me to join as Shadow Treasurer 
which after some thought I decided to accept. It’s a 
bit daunting joining committee with two small 
children but all the committee members have been 
very supportive and I have the lovely Linda Gregory to 
lead the way for a year before I take over the reins. 
It’s a great privilege to be on committee at SGC and I 
look forward to getting a greater understanding about 
the running of the club over the next 3 years. 
 
Also joining is Pat Gemmell who says “I have been a 
member at SGC for a number of years and have 
enormously enjoyed the benefits of our member’s 
club. By Being on the Ladies Committee it gives the 
opportunity to give something back to the club and 
help the club evolve whilst upholding the standards 
and traditions we appreciate.” 
 
Committee Roles:- 
 
Irene Hegarty  Lady Vice Captain 
Voirrey Oxley Lady Secretary 
Gill Hudson  Competitions Secretary 
Tracy Royle Handicap Secretary 
Amy Shonfeld Marketing 
Linda Gregory  Treasurer 
Laura Murison   Shadow Treasurer 
Pat Gemmell  Shadow Handicap Secretary 
Alison Booth   House  
Trish Bennett House  
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Highlights so far! 
 
There are two events early in the Lady Captain’s term 
which epitomises the ladies section - The Christmas 
Waltz and the Christmas Luncheon. Thanks ladies for 
excelling yourselves with your imagination, creativity, 
time and effort in the design of your Christmas 
Competition outfits. 
 
The winners this year were ….. Barbara Kay, Pat 
Gemmell and Trish Bennett who dressed extremely 
originally as Christmas Baubles! 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Lunch theme this year was certainly very 
different with The Lady Captain going for the theme of 
MasterChef.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ladies Committee pre-lunch! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As is one of the many traditions of the Club, new 
Committee members put on a cabaret act for the 
Ladies Christmas Lunch which brings wails of dread 
from those involved! 
 

“A Ladies Taster day” was the setting for this year’s 
Christmas Lunch. Lady Vice Captain shone with 
stunning comic timing to bring Lady Captain to life in 
the cheeky piece written by the 3 co stars. Pat 
Gemmell played the perfect chef, tying in with the 
Christmas theme and delivering her complex lines 
flawlessly and nearly bringing the house down with a 
magical line about the potential life of an old pork pie!  
 

Laura Murison aka Brittany from Liverpool was the 
prospective new recruit and her Liverpudlian tones 
were gleefully received along with her fabulous full 
arm tattoo. All 3 members of committee thoroughly 
enjoyed the show and were delighted that it made the 
ladies smile after their usual delicious Christmas 
lunch. 
 

Ladies Coffee Morning 
 

The Ladies Coffee morning on February 17TH was great 
fun. The cakes and bakes were excellent and sold well 
after the event. It was all in aid of Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. Paul and Tina Donated the tea and coffee as 
usual which was very kind of them. We also had a 
raffle which went very well. This year’s speaker   was a 
retired surgeon called Peter Sykes, who was very 
interesting and entertaining. He told how he removed 
a patients gall-bladder during his talk. Must be a first! 
 

The next event is Lady Captain’s Charity Lunch on 
March 24th at 12.30-1pm. Cost £25 and there will be a 
raffle and table flower auction. The speaker will be ex 
Chief Superintendent Lilian King who will be talking 
about her experiences, so we hope you can join us for 
this. 
Lady Captain 
 

 
 

The Winners!! 



Early Season Ladies Team Building Trip  
 

The Ladies organised a ‘team building trip’ to Carden 
Park Golf Complex on a Sunday Driver in March 2016, 
the aim was to warm up golfing skills for the season, 
introduce members to team golf, get to know new 
friends and importantly to have fun! 
 
There were lots of activities including team 
competitions 4BBB, lessons in pitching/bunkers and 
time on the driving range.  After time spent on the 
golf course there was also time to relax with a swim in 
the pool and a few aperitifs before dinner! 
 
This year, the ladies will be visiting Macdonald Hill 
Valley Hotel, Golf & Spa and we look forward to 
hearing about their trip in the next newsletter. 
 
Few pictures from last year’s Carden Park Trip. 
 
  
 
    
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from Club Professional 
 
I have a new Assistant Professional who started on 
February 13th. His name is Matt Fryer and is midway 
through his PGA training. He is keen to get the Junior 
Section more active and is enthusiastic about the task, 
regular coaching will return as well as the camps in 
the half term. You can see some of what Matt does on 
his YouTube channel, Matt Fryer Golf.  
 
I have purchased a drone which Matt and I intend to 
use in the coming months to showcase our facilities 
on YouTube. 
 
The ladies Taster sessions were successful in 2016, on 
the back of that, the Club now have an Academy 
Membership available to those new to golf. This is a 
great initiative from the Club and a cost effective way  

 
of learning golf at the best facility in Cheshire! I am 
still coaching the ladies who attended the Taster Days 
and I hope many of them will join the Academy in 
April. A date for the dairy is April 1st for the next 
Ladies ‘Get into Golf’ session, I would ask all members 
to invite their friends along, just register their interest 
in the Secretary’s Office or at the Pro Shop 

Gary Norcott 
 

New Commercial Committee 
 
The new Commercial Committee has been set up 
within the Club to provide some focus to its income 
generating activities, which includes Membership, 
Society bookings, Green fees and any other areas 
where we see opportunity. 
 
Our initial activities have focussed on designing a 
marketing strategy for the Club including advertising, 
which we will continue through a variety of 
publications and the early signs are that this is proving 
quite successful. We have provided some input to the 
Ladies Membership including adding the Academy 
memberships we are now considering proposals to 
make changes to the Gentlemen’s Membership 
structure and we will shortly be looking in more detail 
at Societies and Green fees income.  
 
We will be returning to review the Ladies membership 
package shortly alongside the Lady Captain and Lady 
Vice-Captain. Separately, we have a new website 
under design, which will provide the main marketing 
focus for the Club over the course of the next few 
years. 
 
The Committee is attempting to put in place a series 
of templates that can be built on in the coming years 
as we develop and improve our marketing activities 
which are designed primarily to attract a significant 
number of new members to the Club. Our assessment 
of Membership numbers is that we are now 
significantly below the figures that we would like to 
see and our focus over the next few years will be on 
bringing new members into the Club and hopefully 
persuading a number who have left, to return. We will 
also through improved presentation of the Club and 
the course and via the website, seek to return the 
Club to its status of ‘best in Cheshire’ 
 

The Committee comprises: 
Amy Shonfeld, Linda Smethurst, Dean Brady, John 
Ormiston, Gary Norcott, Paul Hill and Nigel Carson.  
 

We would always welcome any comments and ideas 
you may have. 
 

Nigel Carson, Commercial Committee  
 
 



England Golf Comment 
 
Women and girls development programmes in 
Cheshire – update from Sean Hammill, England Golf 
Development Officer. 
 
A key priority throughout 2016 was to introduce golf 
to more women and girls across the county with the 
aim of stimulating an increase in participation and 
club membership. A ladies development programme 
was introduced consisting of a mixture of free taster 
sessions, structured coaching with a clear pathway 
ultimately leading to a form of membership. Overall 
20 clubs participated and the programme 
demonstrated that there is a real appetite for golf 
with ladies across Cheshire, with 560 participants 
overall and over 160 ladies taking up a form of 
membership (including trial memberships). 
 
Already in 2017 many clubs are planning similar 
activities to increase the drive to get more ladies into 
golf with details promoted on the England Golf Get 
into golf website: https://getintogolf.org/ 
 
In addition, we will be launching a programme of 
academy away days where ladies involved in the 2016 
Get into golf programme will be invited to participate 
in a number of social golfing events at a range of par 3 
facilities. More details to follow. 
 
Girls Golf Rocks is an initiative to get more girls into 
golf and golf club membership. This was launched in 
Cheshire in 2016 at 8 centres with 175 girls recruited 
into the programme. A significant number of girls are 
continuing within club academy programmes and 
already this has resulted in 14 affiliated memberships. 
Girls Golf Rocks will continue in 2017 to ensure that 
we continue to increase the opportunities for girls to 
get into golf. 
 

Sean Hammill 
 
 

Message from a new member and Professional 
Golfer Carly Booth 

 
 
 

Carly has recently joined SGC and is a superb Ladies 
Ambassador for our Club. She is a Scottish 
professional golfer. In 2009 she became the youngest 
ever Scot to qualify for the Ladies European Tour.  
 
“I joined Stockport because I fell in love with the 

course the first time I played it. I moved down to the 

area a year ago and a few people I spoke too could 

not believe I hadn’t played it. I was looking to base 

myself somewhere close with good facilities. 

Stockport has welcomed me with open arms and I’m 

really looking forward to the year ahead being 

involved with the club, having my golf day and 

bringing guests to see the club I call home.”  

Carly Booth 

 
Message from Mr Captain 
 
When I took office in October I said to the President 
that I had one objective and that was to enjoy the 
year. Actually, that was not completely true, as last 
year the Lady Captain and I won the Millennium 
Trophy (the first board competition I have won for 
many years) and we hope to defend our trophy with 
great determination, which the Lady Captain expects 
to win! Since that day, I have also known that beneath 
a warm and charming exterior, the Lady Captain 
possesses a true competitive spirit.  
 
The last few months have been very busy for the club 
in preparation for the golfing season. Our Commercial 
Committee has been developing initiatives to attract 
new members and we have invested heavily in new 
cutting machinery – giving our Course Manager the 
tools to present the course at its very best. All we 
need now is some good weather, so we can enjoy our 
golf.  
The Captain, John Ainley 
 

External Competitions 
 

The Bell Cup was played last week at home against 
Manchester Hopwood and we won 4 and 3.  Well 
done to the team -  
Jill Saunders, Laura Murison, Val Garrett, Tracy Royle, 
Penny Murison, Linda Bolt and Glynis Hodgson. 
 

On March 10th  we were due to play the Archie 
Preston Mixed team at home vs Sandbach but due to 
the heavy rainfall that weekend we unfortunately had 
to postpone with the rescheduled date set for 2nd 
April.  Also on April 2nd we play in the Lis Wilson 
Scratch.  
 
We have three teams in the East Cheshire League, a 
Senior friendly team and a Business Ladies Team. So 
lots going on externally which is great. 
Val Garrett 



Stockport Business Ladies 
 

Stockport Business Ladies have been going for the last 
5 seasons. It is a great way for working ladies to play 
in weekend matches and experience competitive golf, 
that is fun and also informal. It also gives you the 
chance to play some great away company courses.  
This year we have Withington, Sale and Astbury in the 
first pool. It’s not too late to get in touch so that I can 
get you a game, we really need more players to share 
out the matches and allow for reserves which we 
struggle to do.  
Please call me if you want to give it a try. There is no 
problem being a higher handicap but 30 is the 
maximum number of shots allowed. 
 

Natasha Hanks 

 
 
Bridge 
 
During the winter months members at Stockport have 

the chance to play bridge. 
On Tuesdays there are 
impromptu Rubber Bridge 
sessions for ladies who 
play golf early or choose 
not to play at all if the 
weather is really bad, and 
for social members who 
can arrive for lunch and 

then play some Bridge. On Wednesday afternoons at 
12.30pm there is organised Duplicate Bridge.  
 
On Thursday evenings mixed Bridge starts at 7.30pm. 
There are bridge drives, Chicago and Duplicate Bridge.  
 
All of these Bridge sessions start at the beginning of 
October and continue until the end of March when 
the golf season recommences so why not join us in 
October. 
 

Stockport Ladies’ Club Bridge Matches 
 
We have bridge matches each year from October to 
March where we compete against local clubs.  The 
matches are held on a Friday afternoon. This season 
we have 12 matches of which 11 have been played 
and we have won 7 of the matches. They are very 
friendly and certainly competitive. We compete 
against Bramhall Park, Bramhall, Davenport, 
Prestbury, Ringway and Wilmslow (home & away). 
We have lots of fun. 

Norma Stewart, Team Organiser. 

 

 

 

 

Pilates 

 
Pilates sessions are held at the club on a Monday from 
3-4pm for Ladies and 4-5pm for Men.  The sessions 
are hugely popular and a fantastic workout to build 
core strength which will only enhance ones golfing 
ability. Do come along its £5 a session, a great way to 
socialise and get to know more members as well as 
getting fit and having fun.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Oldest Member 
 
On the 29 November the club was graced with a very 
special visit from its oldest member Mrs Cecilia Leigh. 
She joined the club on 1st December 1977 and became 
a social member in 2006. She celebrated her 102nd 
birthday on the 26thSeptember this year. She has 4 
children, 10grandchildren, 24 great grandchildren and 
4 great great grandchildren and still lives in her own 

home in  Droylesden.  
 
In her golfing days she travelled to the club by bus - 
three there and three back. Thankfully she made an 
exception for her latest visit and came by car. Many of 
us in the ladies section have happy memories of 
Cecilia in her playing days especially her sense of 
humour and her stylish sense of dress which still 
sustains her now as she approaches her 103rd 
birthday. It was a very happy occasion enjoyed by all 
including Cecilia’s daughter …… and granddaughter 
Claire. 
Voirrey Oxley 
 

 

 

 



 

Social Events at the Club 
 
Mr Captain and Lady Captain hope that as many 
members as possible will join in with the many social 
events the club puts on for its members.  The Club 
needs your support and they are very enjoyable! 
Please see you diaries and notice board for all 
forthcoming events and socials. 
 
We particularly would appreciate support for the 
Ladies Taster Days in getting potential new Academy 
or Full Members along. The first one is being held on 
1st April at 3pm at the Club. Please contact Amy 
Shonfeld with any questions 07889 757983.  
 

Also our yearly Family Fun Day is on Sunday 14th May 

starting at 12 noon, so please come along with friends 

and family to support this fun afternoon.  

 
New Recruits for The Committee 
 
Please speak to The Lady Captain if you would be 
interested in joining the Committee in October.  
We do have lots of fun and treats and meetings are 
monthly.  
 

Celebrity Spotting at the Club 
 
The Stewart Girls are never ones to miss a photo 
opportunity.  So when they saw Brian McFadden 
walking past the window during a committee meeting 
they bolted from the meeting and sure enough got a 
photo! For those of you who don’t know, he is an Irish 
singer and was in the boyband Westlife! 
 
Anymore Celebrity spots please get a photo and 
forward to Gary Norcott as they are great to promote 
on social media for the club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Information about Golf 
 
It is worth looking at the Cheshire Golf and England 
Golf websites.  
 
www.cheshiregolf.org.uk –Information for golfers of 
all levels, age and gender in the Cheshire area.  
 
www.englandgolf.org -The Governing body for 
amateur golf in England. Includes details of the 
organization’s activities and responsibilities. 

 
Our Social Media Links 
 
Twitter :- @StockportGC 
  @sgcgreens 
  @garynorcottgolf 
 
Facebook  :- Stockport Golf Club 
 
 

 

http://www.cheshiregolf.org.uk/
http://www.englandgolf.org/

